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Discovery Education unitedstreaming
Meets Differentiated Learning Needs
Educators at all K–12 grade levels appreciate the flexible resources.

Mead School District (#354) in the Spokane, Washington, area is a growing school district with
8,500 students and seven elementary schools, two middle schools, two high schools, an
alternative high school, as well as the Mead Education Partnership Program, which is a
homeschool co-op.

Until recently, Mead lacked curriculum-based video resources. Yet the district’s teachers were
becoming ever more passionate about addressing differentiated learning, and video resources
can be vital to reaching visual and auditory learners.

So Kim Montecucco, instructional technology specialist in the district, turned to Discovery
Education as the trusted provider of the leading video-on-demand service in the country. Now,
says “unitedstreaming creates many opportunities for teachers to reach out to their students,
accommodate their individual learning styles, and enhance their learning potential.”

Sound Infrastructure, Solid Support

At the beginning of the 2005–2006 school year, each classroom in the Mead School District
was equipped with a projector provided through a technology bond passed by patrons. The
equipment, Montecucco says, was an integral part of teachers’ successful utilization of
unitedstreaming.

Moreover, “the implementation support at Discovery Education has been sensational,” she
continues. “They have assisted several times in making sure our server was streaming
correctly, providing us with their impeccable school kits, and updating us about the enhanced
site that was launched this summer.”

The Discovery Educator Network (DEN) — a global community of innovative educators
passionate about teaching with digital media, sharing resources, collaborating, and growing
together — has also been an integral part of fostering widespread use of state-of-the-art
resources, and put on several workshops and webinars for a variety of staff members.

The school district office holds unitedstreaming trainings before and after school each year,
and the technology mentors in each building inform their staff members on the use of
unitedstreaming in the classroom.
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Practically As Many Uses As There Are Students

Montecucco related several instances of how unitedstreaming has enhanced teaching in the
district at all grade levels.

At the high schools, one of the U.S. history departments has downloaded and categorized all
of the video clips that pertain to that subject area and has shared them via a common hard
drive. Meanwhile, science teacher Kevin Strait has been incorporating science clips into his
PowerPoint presentations. Middle-school teacher Dave Gamon each week uses a different
movie that relates to his lessons. He puts a hyperlink to Assignment Builder on his website so
students can log in at home, watch the movie, and fill out a quiz to be e-mailed back for extra
credit. Also, Gamon reports, “I use unitedstreaming with both my seventh- and eighth-grade
tech classes to show how to add a video to PowerPoint in a social studies or science subject of
their choice.”

But unitedstreaming offers more than just standards-based video-on-demand. It allows even
more differentiated instruction with materials like articles and images.

Elementary-school teacher Susy Breneman says:

I use the teacher resources and blackline masters to locate the vocabulary to be introduced in a video. I pre-
teach vocabulary before viewing the video.

There are a variety of ways to do this. Some blackline masters include a cloze technique for students to use,
or you can use DiscoverySchool.com's Puzzlemaker to create a crossword puzzle or a word search.

I often take the ‘Tea Party’ approach, where everyone is given a vocabulary word and its definition. After
previewing the word and definition, students walk around introducing the word and its meaning to other
classmates one-on-one. After a few minutes, the video is introduced with a focus placed on those words. I
have done this in different ways: Write them on the board in the order they will appear, or have them already
in a Word document given to each student for note taking.

I introduce the Cornell method and have kids write notes about the words when they hear them in the video.
This has been very effective, and students benefit from pre-learning the vocabulary. One unit that comes to
mind is “Volcanoes – 4th Grade.” Many of the videos around this theme lend themselves well to this
approach.

unitedstreaming Reaches Homeschoolers, Too

In the district’s homeschool co-op, a parent or guardian may request assistance through the
Mead Education Partnership Program, whereby classes may be accessed. Parents or
guardians also continues to educate the child at home using whatever curriculum they decide
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Please contact 800.323.9084 or support@unitedstreaming.com
with questions about this case study or any other matter.

is best for their child’s needs.�Enrolled students meet on a predetermined, regular basis with a
credentialed teacher who is teaching a class, or one-on-one with the teacher for a contract-
based learning experience.

 Jenny Cochran is teaching world cultures. She uses unitedstreaming blackline masters
to build her curriculum because there is none at present for this course. She feels that
videos generate a higher level of thinking, which manifests itself in the conversations of
the students. She likes how she can stop videos and discuss content.

 Pat Alberts uses unitedstreaming to demonstrate phase changes and atomic structure.
She finds that the graphics help explain difficult, abstract concepts. She says, “I can’t
give them a microscope to see atoms, but I can show a video from unitedstreaming.”
She also uses the blackline masters to reinforce the concepts.

 Linda Warren is taking her students on a virtual historical tour through the 13 American
colonies using unitedstreaming videos. Afterward, they will access graphics from
unitedstreaming to create brochures promoting immigration from Europe to a colony.

As these teachers have learned, unitedstreaming has the range of resources they need to
tailor instruction to their needs and the differentiated needs of their students.


