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Student Objectives 

· Learn about the Korean War and specific maneuvers or battles

· Conduct an interview with a Korean War veteran.

· Create a personal memorial to veterans of the war. 

Materials


· Video on unitedstreaming: The Korean War 
Search for this video by using the video title (or a portion of it) as the keyword.

Selected clips that support this lesson plan: 

· Korean War: Early Victories for North Korea

· North Korea Successfully Invades South Korea and the U.N. and U.S. Respond

· Defeat Seems Inevitable as the North Korean Forces Continue South

· Korean War: U.N. Forces Under MacArthur Repel North Korea

· Korean War: China Decides to Join the War

· Computer with Internet access

· Paper, pens, and pencils

· Art materials, including paint, charcoal, clay
Procedures

1. Begin the lesson by discussing with students what they know about the Korean War. Ask if anyone can describe particular battles or military maneuvers, or recount any hardships that were peculiar to this war.  

2. Inform students that the Korean War is often called the Forgotten War because it took place between World War II and the more protracted Vietnam War. Ask if students know of or have visited the Korean War Veterans Memorial, which was erected in the 1990s in Washington, D.C., on the National Mall.

3. Tell students that each of them will interview a Korean War veteran and then create a memorial to the war. Explain that many Korean War veterans are now more than 70 years old. (Students may also interview sons and daughters of veterans.)

4. Discuss how students might locate local Korean War veterans to interview in person; they may conduct an interview at school or elsewhere. Ask students if they, their parents, or other acquaintances know any such veterans. Suggest that they contact the nearest Veterans Administration, or search by phone, mail, or e-mail for veterans to interview. 

5. Explain that students will conduct better interviews if they are familiar with the facts about the Korean War. The following Web sites may be helpful.
· http://www.nps.gov/kwvm/
This page, part of the Korean War Veterans Memorial Web site, offers a link with extensive information about the war.

· http://www.koreanwar.org  

Once in this Web site, click on “Remembrance” for veterans’ stories. 

· http://www.2id.org  

The site has links to much information, including stories from veterans who returned to Korea, Korean War maps, and women in the military.

6. Once students have an understanding of the facts and issues surrounding the Korean War, prepare them to request and conduct an interview. Review and discuss the basics of interviewing:

· Be polite when you request an interview in person, by phone, or if necessary, by mail. Set up a time convenient for your subject.

· Based on your research, write a list of questions that require more than “yes” or “no.” Try to get your subject to give details.

· Arrive on time for the interview.

· During the interview, be patient and polite. Do not argue.

· Ask the interviewee if you can take notes or record the interview.

· Refer to your question list, but be prepared to ask follow up questions in response to the subject’s answers.

· Review your notes after the interview, then write a short summary. Get in touch with your subject quickly if you have follow-up questions.

· Soon after the interview, thank your subject by phone or mail for taking time to talk with you. Offer a copy of your report.

7. Have students brainstorm appropriate questions for Korean War veterans. Questions might touch on these topics:

· How the veteran became involved in the war

· The veteran’s job during the war

· Whether the veteran saw action; if so, where, when, and what were the conditions?

· The experience of war in relation to the expectations of war

· Good and bad memories of the war

· What the veteran wishes he or she may have done differently 

8. Have students write a brief summary of their interviews. Final reports should include a transcript of the questions and answers.

9. Once students have reported on their interviews, post the summaries in the classroom. Now have the students brainstorm ways they can honor the veterans with a memorial. Examples follow:

· Write a poem, song, or short story.

· Write a letter to a Korean War veteran or a descendant.

· Paint or draw a mural.

· Create a sculpture.

· Set up a display.
Assessment

Use the following three-point rubric to evaluate students’ work during this lesson. 
· 3 points: Students demonstrated proficiency in using the Internet as a research tool, developed thoughtful questions and conducted a successful interview with a Korean War veteran, and created a meaningful personalized Korean War memorial.

· 2 points: Students showed an understanding of how to use the Internet as a research tool, developed questions and conducted an interview with a Korean War veteran, and created a meaningful personalized Korean War memorial.

· 1 point: Students had difficulty using the Internet as  a research tool, failed to develop questions and were unsuccessful in interviewing a Korean War veteran, and created a personalized Korean War memorial.

Vocabulary

amphibious landing 
Definition: Executed by a coordinated action of land, sea, and air forces organized for invasion 
Context: General MacArthur staged a massive amphibious landing behind enemy lines at the port city of Inchon.

armistice  

Definition: Temporary suspension of hostilities by agreement between the opponents
Context: Peace talks were conducted for two years before there was an armistice.
artillery 
Definition: Large-bore crew-served mounted firearms such as howitzers and rockets
Context: The Chinese lacked the firepower of the Allies because they had little artillery and no attack aircraft in Korea. 

demilitarized zone 
Definition: An area of land established by the July 27, 1953, Armistice Agreement along the approximate line of ground contact between the opposing forces at the time the truce ended the Korean War
Context: The Cold War lives on at the demilitarized zone separating North and South Korea.
puppet regime 
Definition: A government whose affairs are directed by an outside authority
Context: Soviet premier Joseph Stalin installed a puppet regime in North Korea led by dictator Kim Il Sung.
Academic Standards

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL)

McREL's Content Knowledge: A Compendium of Standards and Benchmarks for K-12 Education addresses 14 content areas. To view the standards and benchmarks, visit link: http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp
This lesson plan addresses the following national standards: 
· History—United States History: Understands how the Cold War and conflicts in Korean and Vietnam influenced domestic and international politics
· Language Arts—Writing: Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process, Gathers and uses information for research purposes; Listening and Speaking: Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes
The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS)

NCSS has developed national guidelines for teaching social studies. To become a member of NCSS, or to view the standards online, go to http://www.socialstudies.org
This lesson plan addresses the following thematic standards:

· Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
· Power, Authority, and Governance

· Global Connections

Support Materials
Develop custom worksheets, educational puzzles, online quizzes, and more with the free teaching tools offered on the Discoveryschool.com Web site. Create and print support materials, or save them to a Custom Classroom account for future use. To learn more, visit 

· http://school.discovery.com/teachingtools/teachingtools.html
Grade Level: 9-12
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